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Ben’s Flying Flowers 
Maier, Inger (Magination Press, 

2012) 

Ages 4-8. When Emily’s brother dies after a long illness, she feels alone, angry, and sad. 

With the understanding and support of her parents, she learns that it helps when she 

snuggles with her parents, talks about her feelings, and asks questions about Ben. It helps 

when she does regular kid stuff, too. Mostly, she learns that remembering Ben and their 

happy life together builds healthy and helpful images that soothe her sad feelings and 

provide much comfort to her and her family. 

Death of a 

Sibling 
jF 

M 

Butterfly Kisses and Wishes on 

Wings: When someone you 

love has cancer 

McVicker, Ellen (Manahawkin 

Printing, 2006)  

A listen-to/read-aloud book for children. A beautifully illustrated resource that can be 

used to educate and support any child who is facing the cancer of a loved one. The story, 

as told through the eyes of a little boy as he explains his mom's cancer to other children, 

lends itself to a simple and clear understanding of cancer. 

Cancer 
jF          

M 

Daddy’s Old Robe 
Strannigan, Shawn Alyne 

(Standard Publishing, 1995) 
Ages 3-7. A story about illness with activity pages and suggestions for parents. 

Parents 

Illness 
vf 

Emma Says Goodbye 
Nystrom, Carolyn (Lion 

Publishing Corporation, 1990) 
Ages 9+. Emma comes to terms with her aunt's illness and eventual death from cancer. 

Aunts 

Cancer 
jF 

N 

It Helps to Have Friends-

When Mom or Dad Has 

Cancer 

Lindberg, Carol (American 

Cancer Society, 1987) 

Ages 6-12.  Booklet written for children about a young boy whose father is diagnosed 

with leukemia.  His questions are answered by Mrs. Franklin, leader of the “cancer club” 

at the hospital. 

Parents 

Cancer 
vf 

Mama’s Going to Heaven 

Soon 

Copeland, Kathe Martin 

(Augsburg Fortress, 2005) 

Ages 8-11. A compassionate yet straightforward story to assist young children and their 

caregivers as they deal with an impending death of a mother. The bright, childlike 

artwork and simple, straightforward language offer readers a hopeful message. The book 

does not specify what is wrong with the mother, so it could apply to a number of 

situations or illnesses. 

Parents 

Cancer 
jF        

C 

Rainbow Feelings of Cancer, 

The 

Martin, Carrie & Chia (Hohm 

Press, 2001) 

Ages 4 and up. A book for children who have a loved one with cancer. This book 

encourages conversation between children and those who love them. 
Cancer 

j362   

M 

Tim’s Dad 
Hitchcock, Ruth (Centering 

Corporation, 1988) 

Ages 8-12.  A story about a young boy whose father gets sick and eventually dies from a 

brain tumor.  Includes helpful suggestions for parents. 

Parents 

Brain Tumor 
vf 
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Timothy Duck 
Blackburn, Lynn Bennett 

(Centering Corporation, 1987) 

Ages 4-9.  Tender story of a duck (Timothy) who loves a boy.  Timothy watches John 

get sick and die; learns about grief and goodbyes. 

Death of a 

Friend 
vf 

What About Me?: when 

brothers and sisters get sick 

Peterkin, Allan, M.D. 

(Magination Press, 1992) 

Ages 4-8. This question lies at the heart of this poignant story, as a young girl attempts to 

cope with her brother's being ill. Deals with the many complicated feelings the well child 

experiences. 

Ill Sibling 
j618.92 

P 

When Mom's Cancer Doesn’t 

Go Away: Helping Children 

Cope with Loss and Beyond 

Makekau, Maryann (Little Pink 

Book, 2010) 

Losing your mother to cancer is never easy, no matter what your age. But for a child, the 

loss is incomprehensible. The time together, special experiences, and memories are much 

too abbreviated. Perhaps the most difficult of all, is the loss of a mother's love. The Little 

Pink Book™ series explores cancer through the eyes of a child using whimsical stick 

characters and an unpretentious storyline. Death and loss are not easily talked about, yet 

they are events that all of us must eventually face. 

Cancer 
jF           

M 

When Someone You Love Has 

Cancer: a guide to help kids 

cope 

Lewis, Alaric (Abby Press, 

2005) 

Ages 4-8. This book will help kids cope with the presence of cancer in their lives. May it 

guide them to a healthier understanding of how the disease affects their loved one, their 

family, and their world. May it offer-as much as is possible-a little healing in the midst 

of sickness. 

Cancer 
616.99 

L 

When Your Brother or Sister 

Has Cancer 

American Cancer Society (-

1984) 

Ages 6-14.  For children with a sibling who has cancer.  Validates feelings and answers 

questions. 
Ill Sibiling  vf  

 


